DULVERTON 
RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

i 

For  the  Year  1938 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Gregory  a Son.  Printers,  Tiverton 


TO  THE 


CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

DULVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


IM]’.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  on  the  Health  of 
the  Dulverton  Rural  District  during  the  year  1938. 

i\Ty  lieadings  are  those  fonnulated  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 


COUNCIL  MEMBERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 


Chairnuin : 

(’ol.  H.  W.  11.  Aiiiory,  Ilele  .Manor.  Exbi’idge.  Dnlverton. 

Vice-Cliairman : 

.Vli-.  11.  Williams.  Great  .\sh.  Winsford. 


Col.  F].  it.  Clayton 
Mr.  E.  (loss 
Mr.  M'.  Perry 
Mr.  W'.  Summers 
:Vlr.  W.  1.  Heed 
.VI r.  ,).  Hayes 
Mr.  ,1.  C.  Hamuiiord 
Vlr.  S.  J.  Westeott 


Mr.  T.  Price 
Col.  V.  Coaker 
l\Ii-.  C.  F'.  Avery 
:\Ii'.  II.  Clovier 
Mr.  P.  S.  Knight 
Mr.  J.  FL  Clatwortliy 
Mr.  .V.  \'.  Norman 
.Vlaj.-Cen.  .V.  W.  Peck 


Lllerk  to  the  Council; 

FI.  C.  C.  (diapman,  Es(i.,  Solicitoi-,  Clerk. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

(a)  Part-time  M.O.H. : 

(I.  NTCHOI.SON.  M.D..  D.P.H..  F.R.C.S..  E. 

Histj'ii't  M.O.  and  Public  V^accinator:  Dr.  ]\IcKlNNEY. 

(h)  Sanitary  Inspector.  Fite.: 

H.  .V.  .IFIWELL.  .V.R.San.L.  IM.lnst.S.E..  .M.S.l.A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  Acres  78,159 

Population,  1988  (estimated)  4,419 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate 

Books  1,2(10 

Number  of  Families  or  Sei)arate  ()ccu])iers  1,2G0 

Rateable  Value  (Reduced)  £16,800 

Sum  Produced  by  Rl.  Rate  £70 


Social  Conditions. — Good.  The  vast  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  are  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits;  they 
appear  to  be  excei)tionally  healthy  in  consequence. 


EXTRACTS  FROM 

VITAL 

STATISTICS  FOR  1938. 

f 

Total 

M. 

F. 

1 

Live  Legitimate 

...  59 

82 

88 

^ Birth  Rate  18.5 

Births  ( Illegitimate 

...  1 

1 

0 

J 

Rate  for  1,000 

Still  Births  

...  Nil 

total  Births  Nil 

Deaths  

....  58 

28 

30 

Crude  Death  Rate  12.1 
Corrected  Death  Rate  10.4 
Number  of  women  dying  of  or  in  ) From  Sepsis  Nil 
consequence  of  Childbirth  ...  1 ( Other  Causes  k. 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  18.0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  07.8 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live 

Births  07.7 

Illegitimate  Infants  pei‘  1,000  Illegitimate  Live 

Births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  Nil 

,.  Whooping  Cough  Nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  8 


The  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales  were — Rate  per  1,.000 
of  the  Population: 


Births — Live  Births  15.1 

Still  Births  0.00 

Deaths  11.0 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  . 
(under  the  age  of  one  year) 
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SOME  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Pulmoiiaiy  Tuberculosis  { 

Other  Tuberculosis  o 

Cancer  S 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ..  4 

Heart  Disease  IS 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  2 

Diabetes  I 

Senility  ;5 


Ib-ouchitis  2 

Pneumonia  1 

Digestive  Disease  0 

Nephritis  0 

Suicide  0 

Other  \uolence  2 

Puerperal  Disease  I 

Ihemature  P>irth  2 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  thei’e  has  been  no 
unusual  mortality  during  the  year. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

1.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  Nursing  is  pi'ovided  by  the  Somerset  District 

Nursing  Association.  There  is  no  co-ordina- 
tion witli  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases.  No  I^rovision. 

2.  Midwives.  None  employed  oi'  subsidised  by  tlie 
Local  .Vuthority.  Number  of  .\Iidwives  ])ractising  in  the 
Areai.  (i. 

Arrangements  for  the  carrying  out  of  Patliological 
and  Bacteriological  investigation,  Analysis  of  Food  Stuffs, 
etc.,  ai-e  made  with  the  Somerset  County  Laboratories. 

Legislation  in  Force:  No  cbange  during  H)38. 

4.  Hospitals.  There  are  no  Hospitals  of  any  description 
within  the  .\rea. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases. — No 
change. 

.■).  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes.  No  action  has  be^n 
taken  under  the  Nursing  Home  Registration  .Vet  of  1927. 

().  Cases  of  Maternal  Alortality  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
are  investigated  by  the  County  Authority. 

7.  There  is  no  ])rovision  for  Cmnarried  Mothers. 
Ilomeless  Children  or  Illegitimate  Infants  in  the  .Area. 

5.  Institutional  Provision  for  the  Cure  of  Alental 
Defectives.  None  in  the  Area. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


1.  Water  Supply. 

(i.)  To  (late  nine  oT  tlu'  lai\i;os(  \nilaiies  ]ia\('  main 
supply. 

Samples  'were  taken  ))y  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  various  Parishes  during'  the 
year,  and  the  resnlts  of  these  are  set  out  in 
his  Hei)ort. 

Drainage. 

A Scheme  has  t)een  jirepared  by  the 
Council’s  Surveyor  for  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  foi'  the  AMllage  of  Cxford. 
and  a Public  Ciuiuiry  is  to  he  held  shortly. 
It  is  hoped  that  a start  may  b('  made'  with 
the  work  early  in  I The  Works  at 

Dulverton  will,  with  the  Ministry  of  Health's 
ai)proval  be  redesigned  and  work  will  be 
starting  on  them  shortly.  The  estimated 
cost  of  this  is  C 1 ,800. 

o.  Rivers  and  Streams  Pollution.  No  action  was 
considei'ed  necessary. 

4.  Closet  Accommodation.  This,  in  many  parts  of 
the  .\rea,  is  still  very  ])rimitive  but  is  rapidly  being  improved. 

5.  Schools. 

(i.)  Kingsbromi)ton.  Dulvei’tcm  and  Hrushford  are 
the  only  Schools  having  tiush  lavatories, 
lilxton  and  Withyjiool.  however,  have  a 
l)iped  water  su])idy.  There  is  still  room  for 
a great  deal  of  imin-ovement,  in  the  sanitary 
arrangements  to  tlu'  remainder  and  it  is 
hoped  the  Authorities  conc('rned  will  do  all 
they  can  to  rectify  it. 

(ii.)  Public  Cleansing.  See  Sanitary  lnspect(n'’s 
Report. 

(iii.)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  See  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

(iv.)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  No  action  has  been 
neceasai’y. 


HOUSING. 


Aa  will  be  seen  from  the  detailed  report  progress  is 
still  being  made  with  a view  to  raising  the  standard 
throughout  the  District. 

(See  Sanitary  lnsi)ector’s  Report). 

The  examination  of  Milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  is  carried 
out  at  the  County  Laboratoiy. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. — (See  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Iteport) . 

Adulteration. — The  Council  are  not  a Local  Authority 
for  enforcing  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration  Act),  1928. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Foods 
are  submitted  to  the  County  Council  Laboratory  at 
Taunton. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


During  1938  Dulverton  had  four  cases  of  Diphtheria 
and  one  of  Scarlet  Fevei-.  The  cases  of  Dii)htheria  were 
aged  4.  8,  15  and  21.  Two  of  these  occurred  at  Brushford 
and  the  children  attending  Brushford  School  were 
inoculated  with  A.P.T. 


Vaccinations. — No  vaccinations  have  been  carried  out 
by  the  M.O.H.  during  1938. 


Notifiable  Disease  (other  than  Tuberculosis): 


Small  Pox  

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

0 

Diphtheria  

4 

4 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  

— — 

Puerperal  Fever  

— 

— 

Puerperal  PvTexia  

2 (a 

ged  29) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  IVIeningitis  

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

Malaria  

■ 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  notifiable  locally, 

e.g.,  Cricken  Pox:  — • — 

Erysipelas  1 — 

Ages. — The  scarlet  case  was  aged  5. 


Deathb 


G 


Pneumonia.  -Ol  (lie  cases  of  the  altove: 


I nder  one  year  0 cases 

1 year  to  2 1 case 

2 years  to  2 2 cases 

4 years  to  f)  1 case 

T)  years  to  (5  1 

(i  years  to  7 2 c.ases 

2)4  years  to  45  I case 

4 5 yeai’s  to  (55  1 

Ovei'  (55  years  ()  cases 


Total  ... 

Cancer. — There  were  six  deatlis  from  this  disease  in 
I!)  2 7. 

(h)  Prevention  of  Blindness. — No  action  was  taken. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Puliiionary 

Noii-pulinoiiary 

Pulnionary 

Non-pulmonar^ 

M 

r 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

M 

F 

(I 

I 

. 

m 

n; 

1 

!!• 

1 

•ji 

1 

'12 

1 

26 

1 

1 

27 

1 

ac. 

1 

1 

2'.t 

1 

Hi 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

4 

4 

0 

u 

‘2 

2 

0 

0 

( 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925. — No  action  taken. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Section  62). — No  action 
taken. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  H.  A.  Jewell  for  his 
assistance  throughout  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  NICHOLSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Mr.  Cluiiniian  and  Geiitlenien, 

1 l)eg'  to  submit  my  report  for  the  jieriod  from  the  Ist 
January  to  the  31st  December  (inclusive),  1!)3S,  in 
accordance  with  Article  IS)  (12)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’ 
Order,  1922.  As  will  be  seen,  much  of  the  work  continues 
to  increase,  particularly  as  my  Council  is  a progressive  one 
and  have  done  much  to  bring  the  Public  Health  Sendees  of 
the  District  to  a higher  level  than  those  usually  met  with 
in  a Rural  District,  and  1 may  say  that  any  extra  work  in 
this  connection  has  been  cheerfully  undertaken. 


NUISANCES  AND  COMPLAINTS. 


Defective  Cess  Pits  

Offensive  Accumulations  

Fouled  Watercourses  

Dirty  Premises  

Bad  or  Suspected  Water  Supply 

Overcrowding  

Animals  kept  in  Unfit  Places  

Defective  Sanitary  Conveniences 

Housing  Complaints  

Miscellaneous  

Sewage  and  Drainage  


<) 

G 

5 

11 

O 

»> 

G 

4 

31 

22 

17 


Total 


121 


131  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  these,  and  all 
were  remedied  without  the  necessity  of  issuing  Statutory 
Notices. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

1.  Meat. — There  are  four  Licenced  or  Registered 
Slaughterhouses  under  supervision.  These  were  kei^t  in  a 
cleanly  state,  and  1 always  find  the  butchers  ready  and 
willing  to  co-operate  with  this  Department  in  matters 
affecting  them.  The  humane  killer  is  in  general  use. 

The  quality  of  the  meat  killed  is  of  a high  standard 
and  in  no  bovine  carcase  oi-  offal  has  there  been  found  any 
trace  of  tuberculosis. 
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During  tlie  last  year  tl\erc.  hJiS  been  a nuinl)e\’  of 
outside  l)utchers  doing  what  might  l)e  termed  a liawking 
trade  and  I have  made  as  many  inspections  of  their  vans  as 
is  possible,  but  owing  to  the  irregular  hours  kept  on  their 
rounds  this  is  not  as  easy  as  might  be  supi)osed.  Occasional 
slanghtering  in  a large  and  scattered  area  such  as  this  is 
diflicult  to  conti'ol,  but  my  Council  do  their  best  in  the 
matter. 


RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


lloutine  Visits  oOU 

Occasional  Slaughtei-ing  71 


NUMBER  OF  CARCASES  INSPECTED  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

Dovine.  Calves.  Pigs.  Sheep. 

2!)()  24  :122  022 

Total  cai’cases  insjjected  J.oiid. 

MEAT 


Bovine 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheej) 


15  0 IS 


UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


Whole  Korc 
carcase  quarter. 


Hind 

quarter. 


Heads.  l.unSs.  l.ivcrs. 


M es- 
ciitcric 
tats 


15 


;) 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Eleven  persons  are  Licenced  under  this  .\ct. 

2.  Milk.  Detciils  of  Inspections  for  the  past  year  are 
set  out  as  follows: — 

Cowshed  and  Dairy  \bsits  Ml 

Attention  was  drawn  to  the  following: — 

Defective  Floors  .‘51 

Defective  Drainage  41 

Lime  Washing  4(5 

Dirty  Floors  54 

Fouled  Apjn-oach  Yards  (51 

Total  222 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Xuiiiber  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  yeaiu 

1.  With  State  Assistance — 

(a)  By  the  Local  /\uthority  l(j 

(h)  By  other  bodies  or  ])ersons  - 

(c)  Otherwise  Id 

2() 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  222 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (in- 

cluded under  sub-head  (a)  above) 
which  were  insjiected  and  reported 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  H)25  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  foi'  the 

purpose  0 

M.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be 
in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  7 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  97 

HOUSING  ACTION. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
actions  by  the  Local  Authority  or  theii- 

Officers  87 

Number  of  undertakings  given  not  to  occupy  1 

Houses  demolished  4 

HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACTS. 

Four  applications  were  received  under  the  above  Acts 
for  grants  and  these  were  api)roved  by  the  County  Council. 
1 still  maintain  that  to  make  a grant  of  £100  towards 
repairs  of  these  old  cottages  is,  except  in  very  exceptional 
cases,  a waste  of  money,  which  might  be  used  more  usefully 
in  the  construction  of  new  and  l)etter  cottages. 
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Bye  Laws  Relating  to  Housing:  Etc. 

There  is  no  Town  Planning  Selienn'  in  lore<'  in  (In' 
Area. 

The  Ilil)l)on  I)evelo])inent  Kestriction  .\et  is  controlled 
by  the  County  Council. 

1 would  suggest  that  it  the  County  Council  consulted 
the  District  Council  before  considering  cases  in  connection 
•with  this  Act  the  residts  would  he  inoi-e  ai)i)arent  than  is 
the  case  at  present. 

SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  Scheme  submitted  to  tlie  .Ministry  for  improve- 
ments to  the  Dulverton  Disposal  Woi’ks  was  approved  and 
work  will  be  started  on  them  as  soon  as  weather  conditions 
allow. 

The  Exford  Scheme  is  now  awaiting  the  Minister’s 
approval  and  it  is  hoi)ed  to  receive  this  at  an  early  date  so 
that  the  work  can  be  completed  before  the  sununer. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  not  only  do  m> 
Council  construct  efficient  Works  where  they  are  needed 
but  also  keej)  them  efficient  by  regular  visits  from  their  own 
workmen.  By  this  method  the  costs  of  upkeep  are.  in  the 
long  run.  very  small. 


MILK. 

There  are  three  Certified  T.T.  and  one  .\ccredited 
Dairies  in  the  District,  and  the  samples  taken  from  these 
have  been  very  satisfactory.  All  samples  taken  for 
Tubercle  Bacilli  wei'e  found  to  l)e  negative. 

The  number  of  Producers  in  the  District  is  KiS.  and 
these  are  also  Distributors. 

Samples  taken  for  cleanliness  in  undesignated  milk- 
show  there  is  room  for  improvement. 

The  meaning  of  the  word  cleanliness  to  the  majordx  of 
llural  cowkeepers  is  one  which  they  seem  veiw  ioatii  to 
learn  in  spite  of  all  the  ink  that  has  been  spilr  on  this 
suliject. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

No  ditticulty  was  ex])erienced  during  tlv'  i)ast  year 
through  any  shortage  of  supplies  throughout  th(’  District, 
and  samples  from  all  main  supiilies  wei-e  found  to  be 
satisfactoiy. 

The  amount  collected  from  Water  Hates  in  B)o8  was 
L502,  and  the  number  of  consumers  549. 


SCAVENGING. 


Th(M'('  is  a (•()ini)i-oheiisive  House  lleCuse  ('ollectioii 
Seheiue  on  a Distiiet  Hasis,  ami  i-egulai-  collections  are 
made  from  the  various  Villages. 

l)isi)osal  is  ])y  incineration  at  the  Dnlvertoii  Works. 
■All  tins  are  baled  by  a-  ])ower  pi’ess  and  there  is  a good 
market  for  them.  During  the  year  10  tons  was  sold. 

'The  llefuse  Lorry  is  not  kept  solely  for  this  work,  and 
when  not  so  employed  does  other  work  in  connection  with 
this  department.  During  1038  the  number  of  miles  covered 
was  0,000.  Running  cost  per  mile  for  two  ton  vehicle, 
including  tax  and  insurance  but  less  wages,  3.5  i)ence  per 
mile. 

Tons  of  refuse  collected.  375  tons.  Average  cost  per 
ton  for  collection  and  disi)osal  per  ton.  13/0  per  ton. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

.\t  the  retpiest  of  the  Aledical  Ollicer  of  Health 
emiuiries  into  all  reported  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 


at  once  carried  out. 

Number  of  Premises  Visited  0 

Number  of  Rooms  Disinfected  11 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

ddiere  are  75  Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  Register 
and  37  visits  of  Inspection  were  made  as  follows:— 


Premises  Inspections.  Written  Notices.  Prosecutions. 

Workshops  18  0 0 

Work  Places  9 0 0 

Factories  5 0 0 

Total  33  0 0 


No  case  uas  refen-ed  to  H.M.  Factories  Inspector. 

» 

The  total  number  of  Plans  presented  during  the  year 


was  38,  as  follows: — 

New  Houses  23 

Additions  and  Alterations  18 

Miscellaneous  (> 

Total  47 


The  number  of  visits  in  connection  with  the  work  was 

1 52. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

Tlie  Council  have  no  refuse  dumps,  consequently  no 
action  on  their  part  is  necessary.  Poison  at  a nominal 
charge  is  su])plied  to  the  jinhlic  in  order  to  encourage 
destruction  all  the  year  round. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 


Petroleum  Licences  granted  during  the  yeai'  23 

Amount  collected  in  fees  £13-1.5-0 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTION  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Mousing  lnsi)ections  222 

Housing  Reinspections  514 

lns])ections  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  ...  571 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  01 

Factories  and  Workshojis  37 

Infectious  Diseases  0 

\hsits  in  connection  with  Nuisances  and 

Complaints  131 

\hsits  in  connection  with  Rats  and  Mice  21 
Miscellaneous  Visits: 

Milk  Sampling,  Water  Sampling,  etc.  ...  37 

Water  Supplies  and  Sewage  Disi)osal.  etc.  20(5 

Total  Calls  102(5 


CONCLUSION. 


I desire  to  express  once  again  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman,  Councillors  and  Medical  Officer  for  their 
consideration  and  support  given  me  during  the  i)ast  year, 
also  to  the  Clerk  and  his  staff  for  their  co-operation  in  the 
work  of  this  Department. 


1 am,  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

HORACE  A.  JEWELL, 
Sanitaiy  Surveyoi-  and  Inspector. 


Dulverton. 

Somerset. 

.lanuary.  1030. 
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